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CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Hearings Scheduled on Proposed Legislation on 
Labor and Marketing Agreements 


Congressional action looking toward labor legislation has 
begun with hearings scheduled on three widely differing 
measures. Dates have been set for hearings on the Ellen- 
bogen textile bill, which would establish Federal control 
over hours and wages in that industry, and on child labor 
legislation, principally the Wheeler-Johnson proposal pat- 
terned after the Ashurst-Sumners Act. Senator Barkley of 
Kentucky introduced on May 6th a bill (S. 2345) to regulate 
child labor by means of a direct Federal prohibition on the 
shipment of the products of child labor in interstate com- 
merce. The third measure (S. 1667), on which a definite 
hearing date has not yet been announced, would regulate the 
hours in the work week on the basis of an unemployment 
census, 

On April 30th the Senate Committee on Agriculture de- 
cided to hold hearings on the Jones bill (H. R. 5722), which 
passed the House on April 19th (see Inrornmation Letter 
for April 24th). This is the bill which would reenact the 
marketing agreement and order sections of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act in substantially the same form as they now 
appear in the law. No date for the hearing has yet been 
announced, but it is expected that a definite date will be 
set soon. The Senate Committee also announced that it 
would, at the same hearing, consider Senator Bone’s pro- 
posal (S, 2237) to eliminate the exemption for canning 
crops. It is understood that the Agricultural Commissioner 
for the State of Washington recommended the introduction 
of the Bone bill. 


Descriptive Labeling Endorsed 
The United States Wholesale Grocers Association 
at its annual meeting in New Orleans during the week 
of May 3rd adopted a resolution in support of descrip- 
tive labeling. The resolution stated: 


“Resolved, that the members of this association do 
declare their support in principle of legislation for the 
descriptive labeling of canned foods and their opposi- 
tion to any legislation for the requirement of so-called 
A, B, C grade labeling, or other symbolic grade label- 
ing.” 

President Ralph O. Dulany of the National Canners 
Association spoke at the opening session of the conven- 
tion giving a comprehensive review of the labeling 
question and pending legislative proposals on the 
subject. 
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The Committee on Agriculture reported favorably on May 
3rd the House bill (H. R. 3687) to extend until 1942 the 
Federal benefits provisions of the Soil Conservation and 
Domestic Allotment Act. The bill passed the House on 
April 5th. 

A joint meeting of the House Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee subcommittees in charge of food and drug and Trade 
Commission Act legislation was held on May 4th. The dis- 
cussion was limited to an attempt to reconcile the advertising 
control provisions of the Lea bill and the Chapman bill. No 
conclusions were reached and the two subcommittees plan to 
meet again. The provisions of the Chapman bill (H. R. 300) 
to amend the Food and Drugs Act were noted in the Letrer 
for January 9th and the scope of the Lea bill (H. R. 5854) 
was noted in the Letrer for April 3rd. 

The House Committee on Labor will start hearings on the 
Ellenbogen textile bill on Monday, May 10th. The bill 
(H. R. 238) would establish a National Textile Commission 
of five members to promote commerce in textile products. It 
would also prohibit unfair practices and methods of compe- 
tition, and would authorize the Commission to study the 
effects of such practices and, upon complaint, to investigate 
individual violations. The Commission would further be em- 
powered to promulgate a scale of minimum wages based 
on a 35-hour, 5-day week ($18 per week being set as the 
minimum wage until the Commission completes its study), 
to prescribe the number of work shifts as a control of produc- 
tion, and to restrain violations of the Act. 

The Senate Committee on Interstate Commerce will con- 
duct hearings on child labor legislation beginning on Wednes- 
day, May 12th. No specific bill has been named by the 
Senate Interstate Commerce Committee as a basis for the 
hearings. It is understood, however, that the bill (S. 2226) 
introduced on April 19th by Chairman Wheeler of Montana 
and Senator Johnson of Colorado will act as the starting 
point for a complete discussion of the problem of enacting 
acceptable child labor legislation. 

The Wheeler-Johnson bill would prohibit child labor 
(under the age of sixteen) through extension of the principle 
of the Ashurst-Sumners Prison Goods Act, which has been 
upheld by the Supreme Court. A direct provision making it 
unlawful for a manufacturer to transport child labor products 
in interstate commerce is also contained in the bill. The 
Ashurst-Sumners principle would divest of their interstate 
character the products of child labor, thereby making such 
products subject to the regulations governing manufacturing 
which are in force in the State to which such products are 
transported. 

The Senate Commerce Committee plans to hold hearings 
in about two weeks on a bill (S. 1667) noted in the Lerrer 
for February 27th, introduced by Senator Maloney of Con- 
necticut, which would create a sliding scale of maximum 
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hours per week based on unemployment censuses. The full 
membership of the Committee is reported to be in favor of 
the Maloney bill, particularly that portion authorizing bi- 
ennial unemployment censuses. 


TRADE AGREEMENT CONTEMPLATED 


State Department Announces Negotiations to Be 
Undertaken with Czechoslovakia 


The Secretary of State announced on May 6th that the 
Government contemplates negotiation of a trade agreement 
with Czechoslovakia, and invited interested persons to sub- 
mit suggestions as to the products that should be considered. 

This preliminary announcement is made with a view to ob- 
taining suggestions from interested persons in the early 
stages of the discussions, and should not be confused with 
notice of intention to negotiate. Notice of intention to nego- 
tiate will be issued at a later date, after receipt of the pro- 
posals of the Government of Czechoslovakia, at which time 
there will also be made public a list of products on which the 
United States will consider granting concessions to Czecho- 
slovakia (whether in the form of reductions in import duties 
or binding of existing tariff treatment). 

Suggestions as to products to be considered in the negotia- 
tions with Czechoslovakia may concern either exports or im- 
ports. Exact technical descriptions of the products in ques- 
tion should be given, including, so far as possible, their no- 
menclature in the tariff laws of the importing country. These 
suggestions may be submitted in any form, and need not be 
under oath. They should be addressed to the Chairman of 
the Committee for Reciprocity Information, 7th and F 
Streets, N. W., Washington, D. C., and should reach the 
Committee not later than June 6, 1937. 


Suggestions received by the Committee for Reciprocity 
Information will be distributed promptly to all agencies of 
the trade agreements organization for use in the preparation 
of lists of commodities that may be involved in the negotia- 
tions. The list of products upon which the United States 
will consider the granting of concessions to Czechoslovakia 
will be published as part of the notice of intention to nego- 
tiate. Notice of intention to negotiate, as has been done in 
the cases of other countries, will also indicate dates for the 
submission of briefs and applications for oral hearings, and 
the dates on which the customary open hearings will be held. 
The listing of products will indicate to American producers 
and importers whether or not particular tariff rates in which 
they are interested are under consideration. They will thus 
be saved the trouble of preparing briefs on products of in- 
terest to them but which are not expected to be involved in 
the negotiations. 


“JUNGLE DINNER” 


Mrs. Martin Johnson Tells How Food Problem Was 
Met in Exploration Trips 


“If you think that because we were thousands of miles 
from the markets of New York we ‘pieced’ on bark and roots 
and lion chops, you are mistaken. Most of the time we were 
in Africa we lived as luxuriously as you do.” So writes Mrs. 
Martin Johnson, famous explorer, in the June issue of the 


Cosmopolitan. It sounds somewhat disillusioning, but as 
Mrs. Johnson explains, she and her husband realized that 
if they were to keep their health and morale they must make 
their living as comfortable and interesting as possible. How 
they did it—and how they themselves narrowly escaped being 
served up as a tidbit for South Sea Islanders—is told in an 
article entitled “Jungle Dinner”, which canners will want to 
read, not only because canned foods figure so largely in the 
jungle housekeeping Mrs. Martin describes, but also because 
she writes so entertainingly of life in far out-of-the-way 
places. 

The many references to canned foods—and recipes, too— 
cannot be quoted in their entirety, but the following para- 
graphs reveal the important part that canned foods have 
played in the explorations that the Johnsons carried on in 
jungle countries. 


“There were, first of all, canned foods. You can't imagine 
what a vast debt of gratitude we owe to canned foods. Be- 
cause of them we were able to have in our faraway jungle 
home all the necessities ang tidbits which you enjoy—fruits, 
vegetables, soups, fish and shellfish, meats and the speciali- 
ties you would never expect to find in cans: Boston brown 
bread, puddings, sauces, olives, nuts, marmalades, jams, 
jellies; and then, of course, the cans and cans of condensed 
and evaporated milk, coffee, tea, cocoa, shortening. In fact, 
there is hardly anything that the wizards of the canneries 
haven't put into cans. And I had them all! 


“Canned soups have always been a godsend to me, 
especially when on long, hard trips into the jungles. On 
these safaris, canned soups are important on account of the 
ease with which they can be carried, and because they con- 
tain nourishing food values, and can be prepared quickly 
and without trouble. 


“Conserving weight and space in an explorer’s chop box 
is of great importance, and condensed soups not only fit this 
requirement but are so perfect in flavor that they have been 
and always will be among the indispensable food products 
that I shall carry in the future, as my late husband and | 
did in the past. 


“Martin and I had just returned from a long and hard 
journey into the interior of Borneo (we had decided to give 
Africa a rest for a while). In Borneo, soups played an im- 
portant part in our capture of two enormous orang-utans. 
The first one we followed five days and nights, and the second 
one three and a half days, before we captured them. The 
orangs traveled through the trees so fast that they led us long 
weary miles from home. We could never stop long to prepare 
meals, so we lived most of this time on soups, cheese and 
crackers. 


“It was so easy to open a can of soup, add the necessary 
water, and heat it over a small fire, and with the crackers 
and cheese make a nourishing meal. Then again soup 
(especially tomato soup just as it comes from the can) makes 
an excellent sauce for game and fish. And canned consommé 
enabled us to enjoy a perfect consommé a thousand miles 
from the nearest civilization. 


“In Africa and in Borneo we always carried canned soups, 
canned cheese and canned crackers in our airplanes as emer: 
gency foods in case of forced landings in jungles or deserts, 
believing that they offer the greatest food value in the most 
concentrated form.” 
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EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF CANNED FOODS 


The following table showing the exports and imports of canned foods for March and the first quarter of 1937, as 
compared with March and the first quarter of 1936, indicates a return to more normal trade after the large volume 
registered in February as a result of the settlement of the Pacific Coast maritime strike. 

Exports of salmon for the first three months of this year were more than double those of the comparative period of 
1936. In the first quarter of 1935 the exports were 16,255,036 pounds valued at $2,164,229. 


March, 1936 March, 1937 Jan.-March, 1936 Jan.-March, 1937 
Exports Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total... 1,314,264 $379,444 1,369,725 $369,505 3,163,009 $946,851 4,143,726 $1,226,233 
roast, 
——, 67,033 17,141 215,589 
} 182,318 53, 433{ 273,987 91,718; 513,740 150,1 807,550 249,488 
724,496 235,808 545.636 171,132 1,927,486  622,121° 2,139/374 713/381 
Sausage... 143.696 38.472 180.167 49'541  '299'110 81.824 ‘465,341 123/146 


"459,064 62,000 1 999 260,941 
66,847 
36 


4,598; 473 
1,576,514 
499,291 


210,437 


86, 689 5 
‘Tomato juice....... 248,581 15, 31, 766 
Other, and juices... 381,102 29,703 340,767 33,848 1,044,628 1,010,093 95,107 
Condensed milk... 2291477 26,862 226,388 24.987 634,023 661,422 72,393 
Evaporated milk... 2,463,295 177,232 1,967,560 140,286 6,991,838 499, 5,876,744 425,954 
25,185,077 1,724,459 22'692;731 1,667,042 78,995,801 5,461,169 85,436,521 6,116,642 
A a - 
1,582,141 64,380 1,035,454 48,337 5,568,919 287,206 5,651,543 267, 066 
Apricots........... 1,113,541 78,891 10781085 «78,480 4,184,546 303,380 4,544,909 
Berries, other... .. 42/025 5.214 ‘101,046 11,890 246,800 -26, 788 «356,511 «35,605 
Cherries... 89/364 1451923181984 315,970 40,159 472,844 54,967 
Fruits for salad... 2,213,938 227,153 2,399'627 268,725 6,415,734 682,929 10,369,228 1, 140,899 
Grapefruit.......... 3:976,116 238,125 243,136 13,648,708 836,585 17,619,859 | 884,159 
16,737 1493" 89.543 81853  '486,130 34,558 521,619 45,833 
Peaches............ 8,897,234 5595525 4,316,329 314,640 24,920,346 1,589/131 16,375,668 1,201,458 
5,194,254 365,505 5,570,658 397,766 17,392,970 1,220,561 22,039,620 1,532,552 
Pineapple... 1,694,518 142,107 2,498,650 224,124 4,743,525 “401,499 5,728,890 "460,174 
365,209 30,618{ 42600) 1,072, 158 88, 373{ 1,397,282 126,135 
Canned fish, total. 7,322,713 699,362 11,410,404 1,010,223 22,119,300 2,163,686 35,774,681 4,001,676 
Mackerel........... 19,917 1,255 50,822 3/161 727 10,298 133,629 8,503 
2,195,768 390:770 3,242;455 464,005 7,187,226 1,229/314 16,344,563 2,662,037 
Sardines........... 4:722/437 241,193 7,790:599 486,513 13,433,695 708,320 17,946,167 1, 101, 757 
Shrimp. ........... ‘980 163,075 26,282 1,048,226 169,051 1,022,899 "168/324 
Shellfish, other... «132/504 -22/796 '198,332 «34,910 245,002 «41,693 
7,466 il, 82,421 19,362 


704,372 22,901,762 


Ca uned shellfish: 


Crab meat, 895 , 455 317,906 1,369,675 436,462 2,440,621 818,573 2,589,860 831,437 

Clams and oysters. . 154, 580 37,485 60,290 10,451 431,859 98,571 187,297 32,200 

25,691 10,713 51,758 26,945 61,071 27,436 106 , 685 
Other canned fish... .. 2,609,291 216,405 3,273,821 229,190 5,403,045 435,885 6,249,228 451,582 


Canned vegetables: 
rey 12,705 1,192 31,104 2,779 73,297 6,586 98 , 389 8,967 
Mushrooms......... 28,371 10,042 60, 102 18,404 846, 669 27,341 163,218 47,452 
Tomatoes.......... 4,674,426 9,122,319 376,264 14,221,258 


and 
73, 869 ,954 1,709,377 164,253 2,450,771 
12,355 15,980 909 70,995 3,473 31,789 1,869 


416,012 19,047 508 ,018 23,503 =1,519,726 68,942 1,299,792 55,054 
Islands, 
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are Sardi .... 2,886,844 376,502 4,053,120 549,220 8,538,313 1,113,859 9,163,157 1,222,899 
nd \nch 243/641 91,6838 '278'417 98,659 616.271 230,207 «653,043 214,632 
Tuna ate 710,123 106,947 2,013,491 352,936 1,934,995 294,161 3,542,900 688 , 271 
66,161 22,610 66, 188 20,918 136,977 45,425 161,246 49,557 
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Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
Carlot Shipments as R by 


eek ending— 


VEGETABLES 
Beans, snapandlima 301 17% 216 4,964 5,829 
Green peas......... 
226 362 71156 7,933 
ers: 
Domestic, 
rains directly 6,233 4,452 4,606 92,080 95,498 
com 
Directly 
Indirectly...... 3 18 16 1,84 1,692 
Fruits 
di tic 3,269 3,077 3,129 83,763 99,239 
502 122 


Michigan Canners to Meet in Traverse City 


The Michigan Canners Association will hold its spring 
meeting June 6-8, at the Park Place Hotel, Traverse City. 


CROP GROWING CONDITIONS 


Season Off to Better Start Than Last Year—lInsect 
Pest Situation 


With widespread April rains continuing into May, the 
1937 growing season is off to a much better start than that 
of 1936, according to J. B. Kincer of the Weather Bureau. 

Nearly everywhere from the Mississippi Valley eastward 
the moisture supply is ample. In fact, fields in large areas 
in the Ohio Valley and elsewhere have been too wet, so that 
farm operations, especially oats seeding and preparing the 
ground for corn, have been delayed. 

West of the Rocky Mountains soil moisture generally is 
sufficient, except in some southern areas. 


Between these two moist sections a belt extending from 
north to south, long too dry, has had no relieving rains this 
year. Rain is badly needed from eastern Montana southward 
to the Rio Grande Valley. April was remarkably dry from 
Kansas southward, with less than one-third normal rainfall 
in many places. Dust storms have been frequent over the 
drier parts of the western Plains. This dry area, however, 
is in somewhat better shape so far as soil moisture is con- 
cerned than on May 5, 1936. 


Some important insect pests that passed the winter in good 
shape are finding spring favorable to their development in 
most parts of the country, according to the April insect pest 
survey bulletin issued by the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Chinch bugs, hibernating in large numbers from Ohio to 
Nebraska and southward to Kansas, have been held in winter 
quarters in the East Central States by cold, wet weather. 

Pea aphids are more numerous than usual on alfalfa and 
peas in the Norfolk section of Virginia. They are at work 
also in Louisiana, Kansas, and Utah. 


Aphids on deciduous fruit trees are comparatively scarce 
so far from Mississippi to Virginia and westward to Wis- 
consin. 

The green citrus aphid, which appeared in large numbers 
in Florida in March, was almost wiped out by a fungus 
disease, which developed rapidly with the April rains. 

Tomato pinworms are unusually numerous in southern 
California. 

Mexican bean beetles were reported the last part of April 
in the Norfolk area of Virginia and also in Alabama and 
Mississippi. 

The bean leaf beetle has been damaging beans from 
Georgia to Louisiana and up the Atlantic coast to Virginia. 

A light infestation of pepper weevil was found in Sarasota 
County, Florida—the first infestation in the State outside 
of Manatee County. 


Farm Product Grading Law in New York 


The New York State Assembly has passed, and the Gov- 
ernor has approved, a bill providing that every open or 
closed package of fruite and vegetables shipped into the 
markets of New York State from another State shall be 
marked in terms of the official standards and grades or 
classifications as promulgated from time to time by the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture of the United States, commonly known 
as U. S. grades. As will be noted, this requirement applies 
to packages of farm products. 


Labeling of Sweet Spiced Fruit 


In response to an inquiry concerning the ruling of the 
Food and Drug Administration, published in the Inrorma- 
TION Letrer for January 9, 1937, that the term “Sweet 
Pickled Fruit” constitutes misbranding when used on ordi- 
nary canned fruit in a spiced acidulated packing medium 
(with or without sugar), the Administration has advised 
that the product heretofore called “Sweet Pickled Fruit” 
may properly be labeled as “Spiced Fruit,” and when it is 
packed in syrup with the sweet taste predominating over 
the vinegar, it might be appropriately called “Sweet Spiced 
Fruit.” The presence of added vinegar is not required to 
be stated on the label, but if acetic acid is used in place of 
vinegar, its presence must be declared. 
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